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COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

/\PFf?OVED: - __ --____ -- 
THOMAS A. PETERSON 

City Manager 

SUBJECT: Uniform F i r e  Code Appeal o f  DATE: December 19, 1990 

PREPARED BY: F i r e  Chie f  

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

J.J .S .  Warehouse 

T h a t  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  h e a r  a l l  e v i d e n c e  
p e r t a i n i n g  to  t h i s  matter and make a 
d e t e r i n i n a t i o n  as t o  t h e  correct a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  f i r e  code  or t h a t  t h e  t r u e  i n t e n t  and 
meaning o f  t h e  f i r e  code h a s  n o t  been 
miscons t rued  or wrongly  i n t e r p r e t e d .  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On J u l y  27,  1990 an i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  
p remises  w a s  conduc ted  by F i r e  Marshal  
S teven  Raddigan. T h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l e d  
t h a t  storage of flammable l i q u i d s  w a s  i n  i n  

v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Uniform F i r e  Code as  adop ted  by t h e  C i t y  o f  Lodi. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  flammable l i q u i d s  stored is i n  excess  
of t h e  amounts p e r m i t t e d  and t h e  manner o f  s t o r a g e  i s  n o t  as r e q u i r e d  
by t h e  F i r e  Code. A letter w a s  s e n t  on J u l y  3 1 ,  1990 o u t l i n g  t h e  
requirments  o f  t h e  F i r e  Code and r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
c o r r e c t i o n s  be  made. ( E x h i b i t  A )  

Over a p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  t h e r e  had been communicatioc: w i t h  M r .  S i t t e r  
regarding t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  f i r e  code. A fo rmal  i r , : e m r e t a t i o n  o f  
Section 79.201 (e) 3 i i  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  from I.C.B.O. (Exh. .b i t  B) T h i s  
s e c t i o n  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  o f  flammable l i q u i d s  t o  be 
stored and t h e  method f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h a t  q u a n t i t y .  

M r .  Sitter also c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a 
g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  warehouse under  t h e  1979 e d i t i o n  of t h e  f i r e  code  and 
s h o u l d  n o t  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  be brough t  i n t o  cmmpliance w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  
f i r e  code. 

A f t e r  a review o f  t h e  1979 e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Unifoiin F i r e  Code, t h e  F i r e  
Marsha!. rnade a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  the provisioi i  for a g e n e r a l  pirrpose 
warehouse d i d  n o t  a p p l y .  On September 1 2 ,  1989 a 1c:t ter  w a s  s e n t  t o  
M r .  S i t ter  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  1979 e d '  . i o n  of t h e  Uniform 
F i r e  Code and why t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  meet t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of a g e n e r a l  purpose  warehouse.  ( E x h i b i t  C)  

On September 2 8 ,  1990 a a n o t h e r  letter w a s  s e n t  which a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h t  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  1979 and 1988 e d i t i o n s  of 
t h e  Uniform F i r e  Code. ( E x h i b i t  D) 

On September 28, 1990,  a NOTICE OF F I R E  HAZARD and ORDER TO ABATE was 
s e n t  t o  M r .  S i t t e r  by r e g i s t e r e d  m a i l .  ( E x h i b i t  E) 



Uniform Fire Code eppeal - 
J.J.S.  Warehouse 
December 19, 1990 
Page Two 

On October 26, 1990, a NOTICE OF APPEAL was received from Mr. Sitter 
(Exhibit F) . 
A review of the documents found in the business file revealed that on 
April 17, 1985 a Certificate of Inspection was issued by Fire Marshal 
Stan Rall requiring that flammable liquid storage shall be in the 
inside liquid storage and handling room. (Exhibit G) In addition, 
fire sprinkler plans show a small area of the storage warehouse that 
was designed to protect flammable liqaids outside of the storage and 
handling room. (Exhibit H )  This extra-hazard protection provided for 
a maximum quantity of 120 gallons of Class l-B flammable liquids in 
areas open to the public, This information is consistant with the 
findings of Fire Marshal Steven Raddigan as they relate to the 
application of the 1979 edition 9f the Uniform Fire Code. 

Larry Hughes 
Fire Chief 

Prepared by Steven Raddigan, Fire Marshal 
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CITY OF LODI 
F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

RAE PREVENTION BUREAU 
210 \VEST ELM STREEf 

LOOI. WIFORNIA 95240 - 
(2031333.6739 

J c l y  31 ,  

. .  

J. J .  S .  W a r e h o u s e  
A t t n :  A n t o n  N. S i t t e r  
23 E l a x w e l l  S t r e e t ,  PC 
L o d i ,  CA 95240 

Dear Mr. S i t t e r :  

RE: FIRE INSPECTIOS - 23 i‘1XXWELf. STREET 

1989 

EXHIBIT A . 

On J u l y  2 7 ,  1989, I c o n d u c t e d  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  
i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e .  T h i s  i n s p e c t i o n  r e v e a l e d  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
p r e s e n t  t h a t  d o  n o t  c o m p l y  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  c o d e s  a n d  o r d i n z n c e s .  

I h a v e  a s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  
s t o r e d  outsi.!e of t h e  s t o r a g e  roam.  A r e s e a r c h  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
h i s t o r y  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  f o l l o x i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

1. T h e  s t o r a g e  room was b u i l t  i n  a b o u t  O c t o b e r  1981. 

2 .  A s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  was i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  
p r o v i d e  e x t r a  h a z a r d  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  t h e  s t o r a g e  r o o n  
a n d  o r d i n a r y  h a z a r d  i n  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  a r e a  f o r  
s t o r a g e  u p  t o  1 2  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t .  

3. T h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e  w a s  n o t  p a r t  of t h e  warehoilse. 

4. T h a t  on  A p r i l  2 ,  1985 a n o t i c e  was i s s u e d  t o  s t o r e  
f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  t h e  i n s i d e  s t o r a g e  room. 

P r o v i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m z b l e  l i q u i d s  a r e  
c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o d e  a n d  a r e :  

T h e  s t o r a g e  of  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  rooms o r  a r e a s  n o t  
a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  
of 2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  f l o o r  a r e a  a c t u a l l y  
b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of C l a s s  I-B, I-C, I1 o r  
111-A l i q u i d s ,  o r  120 g a l l o n s  o f  C l a s s  I-B, 180 g a l l o n s  
of C l a s s  I-C, 240  g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  I1 o r  660 g a l l o n s  of 
C l a s s  111-A l i q u i d s ,  o r  2 4 0  g a l l o n s  i n  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  
o f  C l a s s  I a n d  C l a s s  II l i q u i d s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c l a s s .  

FI 2 3MAXW 
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T h e  s t o r a g e  o f  C l a s s  I - A  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  rooms 
o r  a r ea s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s b . a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  
1 g a l l o n  p e r  square f o o t  of  f l o o r  area a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  
u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e ,  o r  60 g a l l o n s ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r .  

T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  p e r m i t t e d  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by  
u s i n g  o n l y  t h e  f l o o r  a rea  a c t u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  by l i q u i d  
m e r c h a n d i s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  c o n t i g u o u s  a i s l e  s p a c e .  

Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  s t o r e d  
i n  a n  appr .oved l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room o r  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  
w a r e h o u s e .  

The f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  s t o r a g e :  

C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  be 
s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 feet or 2 c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  o n  f i x e d  s h e l v i n g  o r  
o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  not  b e  c l o se r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
beam,  c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 f e e t  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  a reas  t h a t  a r e  n a t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  C l a s s  
I ,  I1 a n d  1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same 
p i l e  or  r a c k  s e c t i o n  as o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  
c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  when t h e y  a r e  p a c k a E e d  t o g e t h e r  as 
k i t s .  - 
L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  l o c a t i o n  i n  
a n  a r ea  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  u n d a m a g e d  c o n t a i n e r .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  meet t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h e  code ,  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  
to g r o u p  a l l  f l a m m a b l e  a n d  c o m b u s t i b i e  l i q u i d s  on the same rack 
s e c t i o n s  a n d  t h e n  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  q u a n t i t y  t h a t  w i l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  
b a s e d  o n  s q u a r e  f o o t a g e  a n d  f l ammab le  l i q u i d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  
q u a n t i t i e s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  s t o r a g e  room. 

T h e r e  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e s e n t  c h a t  w i l l  r e q u i r e  
c o r r e c t i o n :  

1 .  A l l  s t o r a g e  a b o v e  t h e  w e s t  o f f i c e  i s  t o  b e  
18 i n c h e s  b e l o w  t h e  s p r i n k l e r  h e a d s .  

2 .  C o m b u s t i b l e  waste  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  b e  s t o r e d  i n  meta l  
o r  m e t a l - l i n e d  c o n t a i n e r s  w i t h  t i g h t - f i t t i n g  lids. 
The  c a r d b o a r d  b a r r e l s  a n d  c a r d b o a r d  box i n  t h e  
f r o n t  o f f i c e  m u s t  b e  r e m o v e d .  
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3. T h e  manner  of s to rage  for s h i p p i n g  b o x e s  creates  a 
h a z a r d  b e c a u s e  o f  l o c a t i o n  a n d  m e t h o d  of s t o r a g e .  
A q u a n t i t y  n o t  e x c e e d i n g  100 c u b i c  f e e t  i s  
p e r m i t t e d  i n  a metal o r  m e t a l - l i n e d  c o n t a i n e r  
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a s e l f - c l o s i n g  c o v e r .  A q u a n t i t y  
e x c e e d i n g  100 c u b i c  f e e t  t r a s t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  a room 
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  by a 
o n e- h o u r  o c c u p a n c y  s e p a r a t i o n .  

4. T h e  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room r e q u i r e s  tuo 
e x i t s . .  

A r e i n s p e c t i o n  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  A u g u s t  15 ,  1989 a n d  w i l l  b e  
c o n d u c t e d  o n  o r  a b o u t  t h a t  d a t e .  

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e .  

S 5 n c e r e l y  i n  s e r v i c e ,  

F i re .  M a r s h a l -  

S R j l m  

cc: Don L i n n  
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EXHIBIT B 

Western Fire Chiefs Association, Xnc. 
Organized September 30,1891 

S~SOtTIHWORKMANMaLROAD.~.CAL~~90601 a(213) 6W-0124 

Janumy 22, 1990 

DearMr. Raddigan: 

Your  #om3 and alr Mswers are as follcrws: 
Your letter of Decdx?r 15, 1989 has been forwarded to ~IIQ for response. 

Qk 

Al: 

m: 

A2: 

If the squar8 footage Ponrmla allaws for 1,200 gallons of Class I- 
B, is it the intent of this section to limit qumtitiw to 120 
gallons of Class I-B Outside of storage rocrll~s or to lwrmft the 
1,200 @lan~ artside of ~ ~ Q I E W  ~xaos? 

Section 79.201 (e)ii allws the greater anKnmt as determined by 
the fixed @ty or the density fonmla; in this -8 1,200 
gallons. Nate that quantities deter&& by the density foxnula 
are actual densities a-ez the area used for storage of flammable 
ard cmbudble Uqlidsi arkl contigums aisles 
d e m  by z3Yeram CJiSerc 'ms gross amr  ares. z!dditi-y, 
the of Section 79.201 (f) apply. 

cprtsideofstxmgeroaas, wa.Ildthebuildingberec&x?dtO~t 
t h e B u m i n g o o d e ~  t for an c;rmq? H Occopancy? 

No, when in CXxQlhn~e  w i t h  pmisiOIlS set forth hi Al. 

@antities are not 

If the greateS of 1,200 gall- of Class I-B -w 

A Divhiotr of the IntemationalAssociorion of Fire Chiefs 
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CITY OF.LOD1 
F I R E  DE-PARTMENT 

FIRE PRMMION BUREAU 
210 WEST ELM STREET 
LOOI, CALIFORNIA 95240 

September 12 ,  1989 

EXHIBIT C 

J,J,S. Warehouse 
Attn: Anton N. Sitter 
23 Maxwell Street, #C 
Lodi, CA 95240 

Dear Mr, Sitter: 

RE: FLAMMABLE LIQUID STORAGE - 23 MAXWELL STREET 

A review of the information provided indicates that the 1979 
Uniform Fire.Code was adopted at the time you began operating 
your business. 

Division IV of Article 7 9  outlines the re-quirements for container 
and portable tank storage, Two occupancy types are listed that 
are similar to your type of business. These are: 1 )  mercantile - 
and other retail occupancies, and 2 )  general purpose warehouse, 
The Uniform Fire Code provides a definition of a mercantile 
occupancy as the occupancy or use of a building or structure or 
any portion thereof for displaying, selling or buying of goods, 
wares or merchandise. There is no definition of a general 
purpose warehouse in the Uniform Fire Code, however, I was able 
to locate a definition in the National. Fire- Codes and Standards. 
As defined in NFPA 30, a general purpose warehouse is a separate, 
detached building or portion of a building used only for 
warehousing-type operations. 

There are specific requiremeqts for each occupancy outllned in 
the 1979 Uniform Fire Code. General purpose warehouse storage 
s h a l l  be in accordance with Table No, 79.402A and shall be in 
noncombustible or fire-resistive buildings or in portion of such 
buildings cut off by two-hour fire walls. A mercantile and other 
retail occupancies have a significant reduction in approved 
quantities outside of flammable liquid storage rooms. There is a 
requirement that quantities exceeding those amounts be stored in 
flammable liquid storage rooms. There is no such requirement for 
general purpose warehouses. 



J.J.S. W a r e h o u s t  
S e p t e m b e r  12, 1989 
P a g e  2 

A r e v i e w  of b u i l d i n g  pla . is  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s p e c i f i c  
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a l i q u i d  s to rage  room. O t h e r  
new c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  of o n e- h o u r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
l e a d s  m e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  of t h e  t y p e  of b u i l d i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  q u a l i f y  a s  a general  p u r p o s e  
w a r e h o u s e  a n d  t h a t  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  c u t  o f f  by 
t w o- h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d .  However ,  e v e n  t h i s  room d i d  
n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e x i t i n g  u n d e r  79 UBC 3318. 

I n  a p p l y i n g  b o t h  t h e  Un'iform F i r e  C o d e  a n d  t h e  U n i f g r m  B u i l d i n g  
Code  a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  you  b e g a n  y o u r  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  c o m p a r i n g  
t h e s e  C o d e s  to t h e  c u r r e n t  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  b e  
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a n  H2 O c c u p a n c y .  T h e  1979 U n i f o r m  B u i l d i n g  C o d e  
l i m i t s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  area t o  1.500 s q u a r e  fee t  u n l e s s  t h e r e  is  
more t h a n  30 fee t  f r o m  a l l  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  i n c l u d i n g  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  
a d j a c e n t  t o  p u b l i c  w a y s .  As p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  
Code  r e q u i r e s  b u i l d i n g s  t o  b e  n o n c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  o r  
i n  p o r t i o n s  of s u c h  b u i l d i n g s  c u t  o f f  by two- hour  f i r e  wa l l s .  

Your b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  meet t h o s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a g e n e r a l  
p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  t h e  r e a s o n  why t h e  B u i l d i n g  a n d  
F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t s  s e e m e d  so c o n f u s e d  when t r y i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  y o u r  
n e e d s .  You c o u l d  n o t  b e  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  by b u i l d i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  area l i m i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  you u e r e  n o t ,  by 
d e f i n i t i o n ,  a m e r c a n t i l e  o r  o t h e r  r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c y .  B o t h  
d e p a r t m e n t s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a p p l y  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Code  from e a c h  
c a t e g o r y .  T h e  o v e r a l l  i n t e n t  w a s  t o  h a v e  t h e  f l a m m a b l e  a n d  
c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  excess of a - d e t e r m i n e d  amount  s t o r e d  i n  
t h e  s t o r a g e  room. T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  C o d e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  
o n l y  t h e  p a i n t  t h i n n e r  t o  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h i s  room. 

T h e  1982 e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  Code e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  a n d  s e t  t h e  same r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  w h o l e s a l e  a n d  
r e t a i l  s tores  w h i l e  c r e a t i n g  a s e c t i o n  f o r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  
i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n c r e a s e  a p p r o v e d  
q u a n t i t i e s  o u t s i d e  of s t o r a g e  rooms from t h o s e  when y o u  b e g a n  
o p e r a t i n g  y o u r  w h o l e s a l e  b u s i n e s s .  

I t  i s  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  y o u r  s t o r a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  1981 
were more r e s t r i c t i v e  t h a n  t o d a y ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  T h i s . i s  b a s e d  
o n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  n o t  m e e t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  
w a r e h o u s e .  I t  is  a l s o  m y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  y o u r  s t o r a g e  n e e d s  
t o  comply  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

T h e  s t o r a g e  o f  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  r a o m s  o r  areas  n o t  
access ib le  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  
o f  2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  of f l o o r  area  a c t u a l l y  
b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of  C l a s s  I-B, I - C ,  I1 o r  
1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s ,  o r  1 2 0  g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  I-B, 180 g a l l o n s  
of C l a s s .  I - C ,  240 g a l l o n s  o f  C l a s s  I1 o r  660 g a l l o n s  of 
C l a s s  1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s ,  o r  240 g a l l o n s  i n  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  
of C l a s s  I and  C las s  I1 l i q u i d s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c l a s s .  
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T h e  s torage of Class  I- A  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  rooms 
o r  areas n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  
1 g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  of f l o o r  area a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  
u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e ,  or 60 g a l l o n s ,  w h i c h e v e r  is  greater .  

T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  p e r m i t t e d  s h p l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  by 
u s i n g  o n l y  t h e  f l o o r  area a c t u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  by l i q u i d  
m e r c h a n d i s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  c o n t i g u o u s  a i s l e  s p a c e .  

Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  be s t o r e d  
i n  a n  a p p r o v e d  l i q u i d  s torage room or  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  
w a r e h o u s e .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  mahner  o f  s t o r a g e :  

C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  capac i ty  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  o r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  greater ,  u n l e s s  o n  f i x e d  s h e l v i n g  o r  
o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  closer t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  
beam, c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  or o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 feet  be low s p r i n k l e r  d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  areas  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  C l a s s  
I ,  I1 a n d  I I I - X  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same - 
p i l e  o r  r a c k  s e c t i o n  a s  o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t s k k  
c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  when t h e y  a re  p a c k a g e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  
k i t s .  - 
L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  l o c a t i o n  i n  
a n  area n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  undamaged c o n t a i n e r .  

To a n s w e r  some o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  d u t i n g  o u r  m e e t i n g  o n  
A u g u s t  11, 1989, I p r o v i d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. 

2. 

3.  

I n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i r e  C o d e s ,  t h e y  would  b e  u s e l  
when a s p e c i f i c  i s s u e  i s  n o t  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  
Code.  I n  t h i s  case,  t h e  s t o r a g e  of  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i s  
a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  Code a n d  r e f e r e n c e  i s  not.  made 
t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  F i r e  Code .  

S t o r a g e  i n s i d e  t h e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room is p e r m i t t e d  on 
s h e l v i n g  of n o n c o m b u s t i b l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  or of  wood n o t  l e s s  
t h a n  1 i n c h  n o m i n a l  t h i c k n e s s .  

A g i r d e r  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  a h o r i z o n t a l  m a i n  s t r u c t u r a l  member 
( a s  i n  a b u i l d i n g  or b r i d g e )  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  v e r t i c a l  l o a d s  
a n d  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  of a s i n g l e  p i e c e  o r  o f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
p i e c e  bound t o g e t h e r .  
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4. I would a c c e p t  a f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  head  i n s i d e  t h e  metal b o x .  
u s e d  f o r  t h e  s torage of s h i p p i n g  b o x e s  i n  l i e u  of one- hour  
f . i r e - r e s i s t j v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

5 .  

I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  a n  a f fec t  on  
s t o r a g e  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a c h a n g e  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  
i n v e n t o r y  and  f i l l i n g  o r d e r s .  I d o n ' t  e x p e c t  you  t o  move 
i n v e n t o r y  a n d  t h e n  n o t  be able t o  f i n d  it. 
r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  p e r i o d  c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  a l l o w s  a m p l e  t i m e  
t o  make t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a d j u s t m e n t s  w i t h o u t  d i s r e g a r d  for f i r e  
s a f e t y .  

Any e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  c u r r e n t  s torage room w i l l  b e  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t he  a p p l i c a b l e  Codes. 

I a m  s u r e  a. 

Your c o n t i n u e d  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

S ince re ly  i n  s e r . v i c e ,  

U S t e v e n  Radd igan  
F i r e  M a r s h a l  

SR/lm 
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F I R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU 
217 WEST ELM STREET 
t.001, CALIFORNIA 95240 

Mr. Anton N. S i t t e r  
J.J.S. W a r e h o u s e  
23 Maxwell S t r e e t  #C 
L o d i ,  CA 95240 

Dear Mr. S i t t e r :  

RE: FIRE INSPECTION - 23 HAXWELL STREET, LODI 
5 

2 
On S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1990, I m e t  w i t h  you  a n d  y o u r  s o n  i n  y o u r  o f f i c e  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  A t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  you s u b m i t t e d  a r a c k  s t o r a g e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  
t h a t  I d e t e r m i n e  t h e  maxinum a l l o w a b l e  q u a n t i t i e s  t c  b e  s t o r e d .  
S e v e r a l  c o m m e n t s  were made c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of c o d e s .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e m i n d  you  t h a t  y o u  may 
a p p e a l  a n y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  you f e e l  i s  i n c o r r e c t .  

P r i o r  t o  s t a t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  c o d e ,  I would 
l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  c o d e s  
a d o p t e d  a t  t h e  time y o u  b e g a n  y o u r  b u s i n e s s .  

UNIFORM FIRE CODE - 1979 EDITION 

Two o c c u p a n c y  t y p e s  a r e  l i s t e d  t h a t  a r e  s imilar  t o  y o u r  t y p e  o f  
b u s i n e s s .  T h e s e  are: 1) M e r c a n t i l e  a n d  O t h e r  R e t a i l  O c c u p a n c i e s ,  
a n d  2) G e n e r a l  P u r p o s e  W a r e h o u s e .  T h e r e  a re  s p e c i f i c  
requirenents for each type, 

GENERAL PURPOSE WAREHOUSE 

A g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  s h a l l  b e  of n o n- c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  
f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  i n  p o r t i o n s  of b u i l d i n g s  c u t - o f f  
b y  t w o  h o u r  f i r e  wal l s .  

The b u i l d i n g  y o u  p r e s e n t l y  o c c u p y  d i d  n o t  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of  
n o n- c o m b u s t i b l e  o r  f i r e - r e s i s t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S t o r a g e  would  
t h e n  n e e d  t o  b e  i n  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  c u t - o f f  by  two- hour  
f i r e  wa l l s .  A s p r i n k l e r  o r  e q u i v a l e n t  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  s y s t e m  
m e e t i n g  e x t r a  h a z a r d o u s  d e s i g n  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  r e q u i r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  s t o r a g e  a r e a .  

231.1AX 

(209) 333-8739 

S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  1990 
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Storage p e r m i t t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e s  i s  a s  fo l lows:  

S torage  H e i g h t  

C l a s s  1 A  2750 g a l l o n s  3 f e e t  
C l a s s  1B 5500 g a l l o n s  6 f e e t  

Maximum A l l o w a b l e  Maximum 

If a c o m b i n a t i o n  of c l a s se s  was s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same p i l e ,  
t h e  maximum g a l l o n a g e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  . t h a t  p i l e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  
smal les t  of t h e '  two g a l l o n a g e s .  

If y o u  h a d  i n s t a l l e d  a f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  t o  meet e x t r a  h a z a r d  
p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  t w o- h o u r  f i r e  w a l l s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t o r a g e  
area ,  t h e n  you  would  h a v e  b e e n  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e .  

MERCANTILE A N D  OTHER RETAIL OCCUPANCIES 

I n  r o o m s  or areas  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  q u a n t i t i e s  were 
l i m i t e d  to 2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  of g r o s s  f l o o r  area  b e i n g  
u s e d .  I n  u n s p r i n k l e r e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  c o u l d  n o t  e x c e e d  
30 g a l l o n s  of Class  l - A ,  60 g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  l-B, 90 g a l l o n s  of 
C lass  l-C, 120 g a l l o n s  o f  C l a s s  I1 o r  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  of 
f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  t o t a l i n g  120 g a l l o n s .  I n  s p r i n k l e r e d  
b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  c o u l d  b e  d o u b l e d .  

A l l  q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  i n  
a room or p o r t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  
for a n  i n s i d e  s t o r a g e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  room a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  S e c t i o n  
79.404. 

DESIGN A N D  CONSTRUCTION OF INSIDE STORAGE A N D  HANDLING ROOM 

I n s i d e  storage and handling r n o m  n?us+, nteet the fclloving 
r e q u i r e m e n t s :  

1. C o n s t r u c t e d  t o  meet r e q u i r e m e n t s  of G r o u p  H ,  D i v i s i o n  2 
o c c u p a n c i e s .  

2. S p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  e x t r a  h a z a r d o u s  l o c a t i o n s  
may i n c r e a s e  a l l o w a b l e  s t o r a g e .  

3. O p e n i n g s  t o  t h e  room s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a 
n o n- c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d  t i g h t  r a i s e d  s i l l s  o r  r a m p s  a t  
l e a s t  f o u r  (4) i n c h e s  i n  h e i g h t .  

4. E l e c t r i c a l  w i r i n g  s h a l l  b e  a p p r o v e d  f o r  C l a s s  I ,  
D i v i s i o n  I l o c a t i o n s .  
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5 .  V e n t i l a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a c o m p l e t e  
c h a n g e  of a i r  w i t h i n  t h e  room a t  l e a s t  s i x  t imes p e r  
h o u r .  

6. H e a t i n g  s h a l l  b e  r e s t r i c t e d .  

7.  E x p l o s i o n  v e n t i n g  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d .  

8 .  E x i t s  s h a l l  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  c o d e .  

S torage  is l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. A q u a n t i t y  of 5000 g a l l o n s  w o u l d  b e  p e r m i t t e d  i n  rooms 
of t w o - h o g r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a v i n g  a maximum area  o f  500 
s q u a r e  f e e t  a n d  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n  a u t o n a t i c  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  
s y s t e m .  

of t h r e e  (3)  f ee t .  
2. T h e r e  s h a l l  b e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  a i s l e  w i t h  a minimum w i d t h  

3. C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  30 g a l l o n s  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  o r  t w o  c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h .  

After  a r e v i e w  of d o c u m e n t s ,  i t  i s  my o p i n i o n  t h a t  a c t i o n s  were 
t a k e n  b y  y o u  t o  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of m e r c a n t i l e  a n d  o z h e r  
r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  d i d  n o t  meet c o n s t r u c t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e .  T h i s  o p i n i o n  i s  
b a s e d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

1. A f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  was i n s t a l l e d  m e e t i n g  a d e s i g n  
f o r  o r d i n a r y  h a z a r d  e x c e p t  f o r  a small  a rea  a l o n g  t h e  
s o u t h  w a l l  w h i c h  was d e s i g n e d  f o r  e x t r a  h a z a r d .  A 
p r o b a b l e  r eason  f o r  t h i s  was t o  m a x i m i z e  on t h e  
q u a n t i t i e s  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  o u t s i d e  of a s t o r a g e  
room. 

2. A s t o r a g e  room was b u i l t  t h a t :  
a.  d i d  n o t  e x c e e d  500 s q u a r e  f e e t .  
b.  was p r o t e c t e d  b y  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  f o r  e x t r a  

c. w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  t w o- h o u r  f i r e  wa l l s .  
d .  u s i n g  e l e c t r i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  m e e t i n g  h a z p r d o u s  

l o c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
e. p r o v i d e d  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n .  
f .  p r o v i d e d  f o r  a f o u r  ( 4 )  i n c h  r a m p  a t  o p e n i n g s .  

h a z a r d  l o c a t i o n s .  

In a d d i t i o n ,  n o t e s  o n  b u i l d i n g  p l a n s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s t o r a g e  w a s  
t o  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  U.F.C. 79.409 (1979)  a n d  i n  1985, a 
n o t i c e  was i s s u e d  r e q u i r i n g  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  t o  b e  i n  t h e  i n s F d e  
s t o r a g e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  room. 
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T h i s  was not: i n t e n d e d  t o  be a g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  f o r  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :  

1. N e w  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n v o l v e d  t h e  u s e  of some o n e- h o u r  f i r e  
w a l l s  i n s t e a d  of a l l  two- hour  f i r e  w a l l s  as r e q u i r e d  f o r  
a w a r e h o u s e .  

2. T h e  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  i n s t a l l e d  d i d  n o t  meet t h e  
d e s i g n  for a w a r e h o u s e  s t o r i n g  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s .  

w a r e h o u s e s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  rooms or p o r , t i o n s  of b u i l d i n g s  
h a v i n g  f o u r  i n c h  r a m p s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  f o r  
h a z a r d o u s  l o c a t i o n s  a n d  v e n t i l a t i o n .  

3. T h e r e  is n o t  a r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  

It was t o  y o u r  a d v a n t a g e  t o  d e s i g n  a s  a m e r c a n t i l e  o r  o t h e r  
r e t a i l  o c c u p a n c y .  G g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  w a r e h o u s e  would  h a v e  
r e q u i r e d  a f u l l  h e i g h t  t w o- h o u r  f i r e  w a l l  a n d  a s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m  
m e e t i n g  a d e s i g n  f o r  e x t r a  h a z a r d  l o c a t i o n s .  T h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  
s t o r a g e  p e r m i t t e d  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  5500 g a l l o n s  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  
l i m i t a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  of m i x e d  classes o f  f l a m m a b l e s .  T h i s  c o u l d  
h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  a maximum a l l o w a b l e  of 2750 g a l l o n s ,  T h e  
q u a n t i t y  of s t o r a g e  a s  a f i r e  s p r i n k l e r e d  m e r c a n t i l e  o r  r e t a i l  
o c c u p a n c y  h a v i n g  a s t o r a g e  room would h a v e  b e e n  5 2 4 0  g a l l o n s .  

As s t a t e d  i n  a p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  were more 
r e s t r i c t i v e  u n d e r  t h e  1979 U n i f o r m  F i r e  Code t h a n  u n d e r  t h e  1988 
U n i f o r m  F i r e  Code.  

The  c u r r e n t  c o d e  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL STORES 

I n  rooms  o r  a r ea s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  s t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  
l i m i t e d  t o  q u a n t i t i e s :  

1, The  amount  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d  t h a t  m a y  b e  s t o r e d  i n  
t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i n  r o o m s  o r  a r e a s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  of 2 g a l l o n s  p e r  
s q u a r e  f o o t  of f l o o r  a rea  a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  
s t o r a g e  of C l a s s  I- B ,  I - C ,  I1 or 111-A l i q u i d s .  

2. T h e  s t o r a g e  o f  C l a s s  I - A  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  i n  rooms 
o r  a r e a s  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  shall n o t  
e x c e e d  1 g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  f l o o r  a r e a  
a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e .  
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3. T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  p e r m i t t e d  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  
by u s i n g  o n l y  t h e  f l o o r  area a c t u a l l y  o c c u p i e d  by 
l i q u i d  m e r c h a n d i s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  c o n t i g u o u s  a i s l e  
space. 

s t o r e d  i n  a n  a p p r o v e d  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room cr l i q u i d  
s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e .  

4. Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  

5 .  T h e  manner  of s t o r a g e  s h a l l . b e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

a. C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  
b e  s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  o r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  
h i g h ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  on f i x e d  
s h e l v i n g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

b. Storage s h a l l  n o t  b e  c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  
n e a r e s t  beam, c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  
o b s t r u c t i o n ,  

c. S c o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 f e e t  be low s p r i n k l e r  
d e f l e c t o r s .  

d ,  In areas  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c ,  C l a s s  I ,  I1 a n d  III-A l i q u i d s  s h a l l  
n o t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same p i l e  o r  r a c k  s e c t i o n  
a s  o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  
when t h e y  a r e  p a c k a g e d  t o g e c h e r  a s  k i t s .  

e. L a c k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  be  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  
l o c a t i o n  i n  a n  a r e a  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  an 
undamaged c o n t a i n e r .  

A f t e r  a r e v i e w  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  r a c k  s t o r a g e  p l a n ,  I h a v e  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  f o l l 6 w i n g :  

1. T h e  maxinum q u a n t i t y  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  
b e  3648 g a l l o n s .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I c o n s i d e r e d  
a l l  l i q u i d s  t o  5e C l a s s  l- B .  I w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d o  so 
u n l e s s  i t  b e c o m e s  c l e a r  t h a t  you a r e  s t o r i n g  C l a s s  l - A  
l i q u i d s  i n  e x c e s s  of t h e  o n e  (1) g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  
l i m i t a t i o n .  T h i s  w o u l d  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  s t o r a g e  o f  
C l a s s  l - X  c o n t a i n e r s  h a v i n g  a c a p a c i t y  of 5 g a l l o a s  o r  
more o r  s t o r a g e  of a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  known C lass  
l - A  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s ,  

2.  The  maximum q u a n t i t y  a l l o w e d  f o r  r a c k s  t w e a t y - f i v e  (25) 
f e e t  i n  l e n g t h s  s h a l l  b e  682 g a l l o n s .  
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3. T h e  maximum q u a n t i t y  a l l o w e d  f o r  r a c k  t w e n t y  ( 2 0 )  f e e t  

4. No s t o r a g e  of flammable l i q u i d s  s h a l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  o n  

5 .  Manner  of s t o r a g e  of c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  a s  fo l l ows :  

i n  l e n g t h  s h a l l  b e  572 g a l l o n s .  

t h e  t o p  s h e l f  of a n y  r a c k .  

a. 

b. 

C.  

d .  

e. 

C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0- g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  s h a l l  n o t  
b e  s t a c k e d  more t h a n  3 fe.et o r  2 c o n t a i n e r s  
h i g h ,  w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  o n  f i x e d  
s h e l v i n g  or o t h e r w i s e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  s e c u r e d .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  n o t  be c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  
n e a r e s t  beam, c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  o r  o t h e r  
o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 f e e t  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  
d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  a reas  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  
Class  I ,  11 a n d  I I I - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  
s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same p i l e  or  r a c k  s e c t i o n  a s  
o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  wm 
t h e y  a r e  p a c k a g e d  t o g e t h e r  as k i t s .  

L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a s a f e  
l o c a t i o n  i n  a n  a rea  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a n  undamaged 
c o n t a i n e r .  

D u r i n g  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  you s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  would  t a k e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  ( 3 )  m o n t h s  t o  c o r n F l e t e  t h e  r e a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  
t h e  r a c k  s t o r a g e .  I f i n d  t h i s  t o  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .  

X h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a NOTICE OF FIRE H A Z A R D  AND ORDER TO ABATE. T h i s  
is b e i n g  i s s u e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e  comments made r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
i n a b i l i t y  t o  opera te  w i t h  a r e d u c e d  i n v e n t o r y  a n d  t h e  i n a b i i i t y  
t o  a f f o r d  a d d i t i o n a l  s t o r a g e  s p a c e .  

Also ,  as  r e q u e s t e d ,  I h a v e  e n c l o s e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  f i r e  
c o d e  s e c t i o n s ,  

If you  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e .  

S i n c e r e l y  I n  Se rv i ce ,  

J& 
S t e v e n  W. R a d d i g a n  
F i r e  M a r s h a l  

S R / l h  
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CITY OF LODI 
F l R E  D E P A R T M E N T  

FIRE PRRlENTlON 8UftEAU 
217 WEST ELM STREEl' 

LOOl, CAUFORNM 95240 

(20913336139 

NOTICE OF FIRE. HAZARD 
AND 

ORDER TO ABATE 

S e p t e m b e r  28 ,  1 9 9 0  

M r .  A n t o n  N .  S i t t e r  
J.J.S. W a r e h o u s e  
23 Maxwell S t .  PC 
L o d i ,  CA 9 5 2 4 0  

Dear Mr. S i t t e r :  

RE: 23 MAXWELL STREET, LODI 

NOTICE OF F I R 3  HAZARD 

EXHIBIT E 

R e c o r d s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  you a r e  t h e  c u r r e n t  o c c u p a n t  of t h e  r e a l  
a n d  i m p r o v e d  p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  L o d i ,  C o u n t y  of S a n  J o a q u i n ,  
S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a  d e s c r i b e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  Assessor P a r c e l  No. 
062- 050- 0004 .  S a i d  p r o p e r t y  i s  more commonly known a s  23 Maxwell 
S t x e e t ,  L o d i ,  CA 95240. 

A s  t h e  o c c u p a n t ,  you are h e r e b y  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  
Fire Warskal of the C i t y  of L a d i  has i n s p e c t e d  s a i d  p r o p e r t y  a n d  
h a s  f o u n d  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  c rea te  a FIRE HAZARD t h a t  are  i n  
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  Code  a s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  C i t y  o f  
L o d i .  

INSPECTIONS AND VIOLATIONS 

On S e p t e m b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 9 0 ,  t h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  F i r e  M a r s h a l  c a u s e d  s a i d  
p r o p e r t y  t o  b e  i n s p e c t e d .  
d i s c o v e r e d :  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  were 

2 3M A X NO V 
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1988 U n i f o r m  F i r e  Code  

Sec, 7 9 . 2 0 1 ( E ) 3 ( i i ) .  I n  rooms or  a reas  n o t  accessible  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m a b l e  a n d  c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  
n o t  e x c e e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  of 2 g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  of f l o o r  
area a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  of C l a s s  I- B,  I- C ,  
I1 or ISI-A l i q u i d s ,  o r  1 2 0  g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  I-B, 180 
g a l l o n s  of Class I- C ,  2 4 0  g a l l o n s  of C l a s s  I1 o r  660 g a l l o n s  
of Class  11s-A l i q u i d s ,  o r  240 g a l l o n s  i n  a n y  c o m b i n a t i o n  of 
C l a s s  I a n d  Class I1 l i q u i d s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  of 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c lass ,  S t o r a g e  of C l a s s  I - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  b e  
p r c h i b i t e d  i n  b a s e m e n t s  a n d  l i m i t e d  t o  1 g a l l o n  p e r  s q u a r e  
f o o t  or 60 g a l l o n s ,  w h i c h e v e r  is g r e a t e r ,  o n  o t h e r  f l o o r s .  

Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  s t o r e d  i n  a n  
a p p r o v e d  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room o r  l i q u i d  s t o r a g e  w a r e h o u s e  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S e c t i o n s  79.202  a n d  7 9 , 2 0 3 .  

The manner  of s t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  S u b s e c t i o n  
( f )  of t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

VIOLATIONS: 

1. Flammable  a n d  c o m b u s t i b l e  l i q u i d s  a re  s t o r e d  i n  
q u a n t i t i e s  in e x c e s s  of t h e  a l l o w a b l e  p e r m i t t e d ,  

2. Q u a n t i t i e s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  
s t o r e d  i n  a n  a p p r o v e d  i i q u i d  s t o r a g e  room. 

3. The manner  of s t o r a g e  i s  n o t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  
S u b s e c t i o n  ( f )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

Sec.  79.201(f) C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  3 0 - g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  shall 
n o t  b e  s t o c k e d  more t h a n  3 f e e t  or 2 c o n ' ? i n e r s  h i g h ,  
w h i c h e v e r  i s  g r e a t e r ,  u n l e s s  o n  f i x e d  s h e i v i n g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  seziirzd.  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  c l o s e r  t h a n  3 f e e t  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  beam, 
c h o r d ,  g i r d e r  or  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n .  

S t o r a g e  s h a l l  b e  3 Feet  b e l o w  s p r i n k l e r  d e f l e c t o r s .  

I n  a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a cce s s ib l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  C las s  I ,  11 
a n d  1 1 1 - A  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  same p i l e  o r  
r a c k  s e c t i o n  as o r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  c o m m o d i t i e s  e x c e p t  when 
t h e y  a r e  p a c k a g e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  k i t s .  

L e a k i n g  c o n t a i n e r s  s h a l l  b e  t a k e n  t o  a safe l o c a t i o n  i n  a n  
a r e a  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  c o n t e n t s  t r a n s f e r r e d  

. t o  a n  undamaged c o n t a i n e r .  

, 
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VIOLATIONS : 

1. C o n t a i n e r s  u n d e r  S O- g a l l o n  c a p a c i t y  a r e  s t o r e d  more 
t h a n  t h r e e  c o n t a i n e r s  h i g h  or more  c h a n  t h r e e  feet: 
h i g h  , 

2. Storage is close t h a n  t h r e e  (3) t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  

3. O r d i n a r y  c o m b u s t i b l e  commodi t . i e s  are  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  

b e a n ,  c h o r d ,  or g i r d e r .  

sane r a c k  s e c t i o n  a s . f l a m m a b 1 e  l i q u i d s ,  

D ET E R M I N AT I O N  

As a resul t  of t h e  f o r g o i n g  v i o l a t i o n s ,  t h e , u n d e r s i g n e d  F i r e  
M a r s h a l  h a s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  a F I R E  H A Z A R D  e x i s t s  o n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
and h a s  made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e t e r m i n a t i o n :  

I. T h e  s t o r a g e  of f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  2 
g a l l o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t  o f  a c t u a l  s t o r a g e  area a n d  i n  a 
m a n n e r  as r e q u i r e d  by t h e  f i r e  c o d e .  

TIME PERIOD FOR COMPLIANCE 

1. T h e  s t o r a g e  of  f l a m m a b l e  l i q u i d s  s h a l l  b e  a s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  
f i r e  c o d e  w i t h i n  90 d a y s .  

ORDER TO ABATE 

P u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  15.20.030 of t h e  L o d i  N u n i c i p a l  C o d e ,  c h i s  
Notice c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  O R D E R  t o  y o u ,  t h e  o c c u p a n t  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  
i n  q u e s t i o n ,  TO ABATE t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  l i s t e d  h e r e i n  i n  a manner  
a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  time d e t e r m i n e d .  a b o v e .  

APPEAL 

Whenever  t h e  F i r e  C h i e f  d i s a p p r o v e s  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  r e f u s e s  to 
g r a n t  a p e r n i t  a p p l i e d  f o r ,  o r  when i t  i s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  c o d e  d o  n o t  a p p l y  o r  t h a t  t h e  
t r u e  i n t e n t  a n d  m e a n i n g  of t h e  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  c o d e  h a s  b e e n  
m i s c o n s t r u e d  o r  w r o n g l y  i n t e r p r e t e d ,  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  may a p p e a l  
irom t h e  d e c i s i o n  of t h e  F i r e  C h i e f  t o  t h e  C i t y  M a n a g e r  w i t h i n  
t h i r t y  d a y s  from t h e  d a t e  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  a p p e a l e d .  
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FAILURE TO COMPLY_ 

No p e r s o n ,  w h e t h e r  8s owner ,  lessee, s u b l e s s e e  or o c c u p a n t ,  s h a l l  
u s e ,  occupy  or m a i n t a i n  a n y  o c c J p a n c y ,  p r e m i s e s ,  or v e h i c l e  o r  
c a u s e  o r  p e r m i t  t h e  same t o  b e  done ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  o r  i n  v i o l a t i o n  
of a n y  02 t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  f i r e  c o d e  or any  l a w f u l  o r d e r  
i s s u e d  by t h e  F i r e  C h i e f  o r  h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  u n d e r  
t h i s  c h a p t e r .  Any p e r s o n  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  is  g u i l t y  of a misdemeanor  f o r  e a c h  d a y  such v i o l a t i o n  
c o n t i n u e s .  

S t e v e n  W .  R a d d i g a y  
F i r e  M a r s h a l  

SR/ lh  

cc: C h i e f  B u f l d i n g  I n s p e c t o r  
C i t y  A t t o r n e y  
K.D, & R.V. Gamblln 
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NOTICE OF APPEAL 

Thomas A ,  Peterson 
C i ty  cYanager 
Ci ty  o f  Lodi 
C i ty  H a l l  
2.21 Yest Pine S t r e e t  
L o d i ,  C a l i f o r n i a  , 9 5 2 4 0  

Re: 23 Maxwell S t r e e t ,  Lodi, C a l i f o r n i a  

I- 

UCT 25  I990 
City Attorney's office 

Dear Si?': 

T h e  undersigned, Anton N. S i t t e r ,  owner o f  3 . 3 . S .  
Yarehouse loca ted  a t  23 Maxwell S t r ee t ,  Building C ,  Lodi, 
C a l i f o r n i a ,  hereby appeals  from the  Notice of F i r e  Hazard dated 
September 2 8 ,  1990, u n d e r  t he  a p p l i c a b l e  p rov i s ions  of the  
Uniform F i r e  Code  and Lodi Municipal Code. . 

Dated: October 2 1 ,  1990 

cc:  Robert McNatt, C i t y  Attorney  
F i r e  Chief 
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CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTIOh 

I A reasonable degree of fire & life safety exists at this time. 
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NOTICE OF CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING 

TO THE NOTICE OF FTRE HAZARD AND ORDER TO ABATE 
TO CONSIDER THE APPEAL OF J. J. S. MAREHOUSE 

ISSUED BY THE 1001 FIRE DEPARTMENT ON SEPTEMBER 28, 1990 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN t h a t  an Wednesday, December 19, 1990 a t  the hour 
of  7:30 p m . ,  o r  a s  soon t h e r e a f t e r  a s  the matter may be heard, the Lodi 
Ci ty  Council will conduct a publ ic  hear ing t o  consider  the appeal of 
4. J.  S. Warehouse to  the  Notice o f  Fire Hazard nnd Order to  Abate issued 
by the Lodi F i r e  Department on September 28, 1990. 

Information regarding this matter may be obtained i n  the of f ice  of 
t h e  Ci ty  Clerk. A l l  i n t e r e s t ed  persons are inv i ted  t o  presen t  their views. 
Written statements m y  be f i l e d  w i t h  the Ci ty  Clerk a t  any time prior t o  the 
hearing scheduled herein and o ra l  s ta tements  may be made a t  s a i d  hearing. 

If you challenge the subject mat te r  i n  cou r t  you may he limited t o  
r a i s i n g  only those issues you o r  someone else ra i sed  a t  the publ ic  hearing 
described i n  this not ice  cr i n  written correspondence delivered t o  the 
Ci ty  Clerk a t ,  o r  p r i o r  t o ,  the p u b l i c  hearing. 

Dated: November 28, 1990 

By Order of the Lodi Ci ty  Council 
A 

I;, 
Alice M. Reim’che 
City Clerk 


